ACTION FOR SOCIAL WELFARE

punishing them for crimes committed. There
are two reasons for preventive measures: the
first, economic in its nature. It is a great deal
cheaper to take a criminal, put him into a re-
formatory where good influences are brought
to bear upon him, teach him a trade, develop
in him good habits, so that in three or four
years he will be made over into a self-support-
ing citizen, beneficial to the community, as one
who produces more than he consumes and
whose influence, on the whole, is good, than to
put him into a prison, where he remains for a
period of years, unrepentant, nursing his feel-
ings of hostility to the public, and learning from
his fellow-prisoners new tricks in his criminal
trade. When he comes out he is almost cer-
tain within a short time to commit crime, be
caught and sentenced again, and thus to be-
come practically a burden on the state for
much of the term of his natural life, perhaps
for twenty or thirty years. It is much cheaper
to train a man well for three years than to sup-
port him for thirty years, whether he remain in
prison or prey on the community at large.
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